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A versatile, fun series intended for like or mixed instruments to perform in any combination of

instruments, regardless of skill level. All books are in score format with each line increasing in

difficulty from Grade 1 to Grade 3-4. Perfect for concerts with family and friends, recitals, auditions,

and festivals. Available for brass, woodwinds, strings, and percussion. Titles: Double Trouble * In

Dreams * Singin' in the Rain * The Entertainer * Twistin' the Night Away * We're Off to See the

Wizard * Be Our Guest * Fame * Wonka's Welcome Song * Wizard Wheezes * Can You Read My

Mind? * Star Wars * Everything I Do * I Don't Want to Miss a Thing * Living in America * Gonna Fly

Now * Superman Theme.
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First off, the kids were tickled by these, the song selection was good, and certainly the price was

right, but the thrill faded pretty fast: when they say the songs are arranged for all levels, what they

mean is that the first songs are level one, the last songs are top level, and so for kids that means

there are only a few out of the set that they will, or can, actually play. I'm not sure what could be

done about this and I suppose I was expecting too much to think that the songs could be written

such that beginners could play from the same score as intermediates (using ghost-notes?) although

to be fair, if the intermediates are being taught correctly, they can be coaxed into simply filling out

the simplified songs with their own embellishments. I'm still working on that coaxing (you know how



schools tend to stress all that "play what's written" nonesense)On the plus side, the books do

include both parts for all songs, so the kids can mix and match, the trumpet on line one here, the

baritone there, and if you have a beginner ensemble you can experiment with tone-colours shifting

sections between the lines, or even pull an Esquival and have them just shift more or less randomly

;) Also on the plus side is Michael Story will likely be known to your kids, his arrangements are all

over school-band level folios, and he's one of the better arrangers for junior bands; the

arrangements here maybe aren't up to what you'd find in a home-player book of duets from 1920

(we have one, it's great!) they are pleasant to hear and clever in parts, and hey, it is movie themes,

so already assured to be an audience pleaser. Our boys play these duets out at the outdoor market

and usually return with a pocket of busker earnings ;)Bottom line, we're still glad we bought them

(for $7 how could it fail?) although the shipping charges to Canada were absurd (.ca said 3

MONTHS to delivery!!) and we'd buy his trio books in a flash if we could just find them somewhere

at a price like this where shipping didn't exceed the book costs!
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